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2 2 MAY 1367 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
SUBJECT* North Vietnam Box: blag 

i. Thl. moralag May) 1 «Uod U my *»« »>«* 

officer* .to work o. U. Vl—m probleo. for . g.«r»l 

4U«— o- *• - «-* »*— “■ ™* "■”**'* 

on t%vo q*t»tloa*s 

a,., bombing herd., lb. olU Of lb. North Virtual.... 
people ? 

(b ) % *at bombing attack pattern will prsdace resalte 
moet favorable to US later e»te ? 

2. The coaaeeeue opinion on the flrat queetioa * •*'* 

{*) A dlotlnctlon mart b. draoa brtw.ea th. **“ 91 
Hanoi lend.rabip a.d lh*l of th. North VUtartn... 

(b) Th. ben. blag h*. produced . art do.Uo. In the moral, 
of th. p«pl.. but art w lb. point where popular allitud.. 
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exert political pressure on or pea a political problem » 
lor the Hanoi leadership. 

The bombing has probably hardened attitude* of 
Hanoi's leader#* I, e. , the Politburo of the Communist 
Party. There I# no bombing attack pattern which, of 
itself, will force the Politburo to change its strategy 
because of the cost inflicted on North Vietnam. Hanoi’s 
leaders view the war as a test of will# In which they 
belie vs that, politically, they can outlast the US. 

3. Oa the second question, my officers* consensus judgment* 

were: 

(a) Any suspension, or termination, of the bombing 
would be regarded by Hanoi as a victory and would 
intensify Hanoi*# determination to persist in the struggle. 

It would harden Hanoi’s position and would not make Hanoi 
more amenable to negotiation or settlement. 

fb) A new attack pattern concentrating almost exclusively 
on targets south of the twentieth parallel would also be 
construed by Haaoi as a victory and produce consequences 
similar to those outlined above. Furthermore, North 
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Vietnam would be Able to concentrate it* anti-aircraft 
capabilitie* in the southern part of the eoaatry and re- 
pro gran: human and material assets now tasked and 
programmed to repair bomb damage north of the 
tw entieth parallel- 

(c) Even if our entire effort were devoted to iaftltration- 
aeaociated communications line* and targets In route 
package* 1, 2 and 3, we would only augment the actual 
interdiction effect on infiltration (over that inflicted by 
present attack patterns) by a factor of about ten percent. 

Aerial bombardment cannot stop Infiltration or reduce 
route capacities below the relatively small amount required 

to support the war in the south. 

(4) The optimum attack pattern would involve concentration 

on iaf lit ration-associated targets in southern North Vietnam 
with random attacks in the northern part of the country 
sufficient to prevent major redeployment of assets and 
::r r e*trlke. on particular targets already hit whenever these •how 
significant reconstruction or repair. 

f ■ Richard Heim* 

• ' : ' r,v -‘ Director 

»■ k «•. ■ - t • •• *» ■ 
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